The Brazilian porcupine was one of several species described and illustrated by the 17 th -century naturalist Georg Marcgrave, whose text was among the primary references upon which Linnaeus based his Hystrix prehensilis. As currently understood, Coendou prehensilis is a wide-ranging polytypic taxon that has never been revised and may represent a complex of closely related species. Given that no name-bearing type specimen of C. prehensilis is believed to be extant, and in order to avoid ambiguous application of this name, we designate a specimen collected at the type locality in Pernambuco, northeastern Brazil, as the neotype for Hystrix prehensilis Linnaeus. The geographic distribution of mitochondrial DNA haplotypes suggests that specimens from west-central Brazil previously identified as "Coendou prehensilis" belong to a different species, but only a comprehensive taxonomic revision of the genus will shed light on species limits and the geographic ranges of C. prehensilis and other congeneric forms.
Introduction
Georg Marcgrave (1610-1644) became one of the most important pre-Linnaean naturalists in the New World, mainly because his work was among the primary references upon which Linnaeus (1758) based some of his binomial scientific names in the tenth edition of his Systema Naturae (Hershkovitz 1987 , Vanzolini 1996 . Marcgrave arrived in Brazil in 1638 to join other scientists and artists invited by Johan Maurits, count of Nassau-Siegen, then governor of a successful colony established by the Dutch government in the northeastern part of the country. Marcgrave explored northeastern Brazil; particularly those regions in the present states of Pernambuco, Paraíba, and Rio
